
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Crown Copyright documents reproduced by courtesy of The
National Archives, London, England.
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk

The National Archives give no warranty as to the accuracy,
completeness or fitness for the purpose of the information
provided.

Images may be used only for purposes of research, private
study or education. Applications for any other use should be
made to The National Archives Image Library, Kew,
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU.



I

C

0

M

0

C,
'*1

-I

TI,

'1

0Mb

70 O A0

O , -

C) M)

O -4 -

W0 

-4 
c

co

C)

68647

EASTERN

1948

AET1/N E

FILE No............................

**GSO**@9OO~Oa 
0000 4 *Oo a OS 0000 OSOS

/

,.

n

' .



I
'f

1948

Registry
Number

FROM
1r~Y14r I

No.

Dated

Received
in Registry

/) *
20

a ~ -

E
- U-- - - - .

/1 /" (4

(4

A n (fit

C

E %./17
I2)

20 JAN 1946)

!{/ / W

7

/( /1J

(0>0

(/

Last Paper.

(1

References.

68647
(Print.)

(How disposed of.)

r. *y~W" ol

(Minutes.)

We ought I think to take this opportunity of
raising the whole question of requisitioned
properties with the Colonial Office. Mr. Higham's
letter within is not entirely satisfactory and we
cannot allow the Government of Palestine or the
Army to abandon the requisitioned buildings when
they have no further use for them in the course of
their withdrawal. It is of interest to the Foreign
Office that, so far as possible, the buildings
should be given back to their owners in advance
of our final withdrawal in as good order as possible.
The owners should acknowledge receipt of the
property and, if they have any claims for
dilapidation, etc., make them then.
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20 JAN 194d

doionial Office,
The Church House,

Great Smith Street,
s'w'.

.January, 1948.

Please ref
No. E 6971/1293
requisitioning c

$, 4

s 444 1 " , .y.A -'..

IN

k 4'r Fit

er to axter's letter to
/31 of 11th August about
of religious property in

Trafford Smith,
the
Palestine.

We approached the High Commissioner about the
representations made in the Apostolic Delegate's letter
of the 30th June, and he replied to the effect that
two of the buildings concerned, namely the Franciscan
and the Salesian Monasteries of Nazareth, had already
been released, and that further consideration would be
given to the release of others, although there was
little prospect of either the Army or the Government
being able to give up many in the near future. He
reiterated the well1known fact that suitable premises
for offices, or for billeting troops and police are
very scarce, and that these ecclesiastical properties
are not only frequently the most serviceable kind of
buildings, but also frequently the only ones available
for such purposes.

At the time of receiving the High Commissioner's
comments we felt we should like some further details
about individual buildings, before replying to
Baxter's letter. We, therefore, made a second
approach to the High Commissioner for more information.
We have, however, had no reply to date, and in view
of a specific request from the Palestine Administration
only to refer to them, at present, matters of major
importance, we do not feel able to press for an answer.
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As you are aware the difficulties under whichGovernment are labouring have greatly increased
during the past weeks, and whole Departments havebeen virtually paralysed owing to the defection
of Palestinian' staff.

I think you will agree that it is most unlikely
that these buildings will be able to be releasedbefore our military and administrative staffs arewithdrawn from the districts in which they stand.
With the termination of the mandate in sight, therefore,we trust that the Apostolic Delegate will agree tolet the matter stand as it is for the present.
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Colonial Office.

from: h

' E

77/3
n Ir22

Would you please refer to

letter to Beeley no. \76395 of January 15th

about the requisitioning of religious property

in Palestine and correspondence about

requisitioned French schools ending with

Lloyd's letter to Harvey of October 23rd.

We are greatly concerned at the

prospect that the requisitioned properties

might simply be abandoned in the course of

our withdrawal from Palestine, whether by

the Army or by the civil Administration.

It may well be that the Government of Palestine

are making the necessary arrangements

to hand these properties back to their

owners as soon as they r become available

as our people move out. 'de should, however,

like you to confirm this urgently in view

of the fact that, according to Lloyd's letter

under reference, 42 religious and educational

institutions are still occupied by the military

authorities in Palestine.

.de thins this is an importat point,

both on grounds of equity and interest.

4ie should really loot very bad if, having made

use of these properties for our own purposes

for a number of -rears, we made no attempt in

withdrawing to give the owners an opportunity

to take them over and lok af ter them them-

selves during the chaotic conditions which will

probably exist. Moreover, if we do not hand

the properties back and receive formal

acknowledgment of their return we shall lay

ourselves open to claims by- the owners which
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should be

of the strain under

are working, you

could ensure that either they or the Ar

take the necessary steps for the return

these properties

I am sending

Chart*fU6 at

20th January,

as soon as they

a copy

my

of

are vacated.

of this letter to

the dar Office.
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22nd Januasy', 1)48.

C E 777/777/31)

R& 2TRIcTED

iould you please refer to your letter to BeeleyNo. 76395 of 15th January about the requisitionin.g ofre]bgious property in Palestine and correspondence aboutrequisitioned French schools endin g with Lloyd's letterto Harvey of 23rd October.

se are greatl4 concerned at the prospect that therequisitioned properties might simply be abandoned inthe course of our withdrawal frog. Palestine, whether bythe Army or by the civil Administration. It may .,el
be tiat the Government o: Palestine q re making thejnecessary arranegemrents to hand these properties backto their owner; as soon >.s they become available as exyour people wove out. e 8souid, however, like ,yu toconfirm this urgently in view of tnee fact tiat,
according to Lloyd'o letter under reference, 42
religious aind educJtional institutiongs are .till
occupied by the military authoities in Paiestine.

.e taink this is an important point, both ongrounds of equity and interest. ~e sunould really lookvery bad s11, navin, made use of these propertie fur
our own purposes for a number of year , Y.e made no r'attempt in withdraving to give tae o:.ners an opportunity oto ta:e themh over 'nd look after them themselves duringthe chaotic conditions which *.ill probably exist.

Moreover, /

Dhighaml Esi.
Colonial uoffice.=m



Moreover, if e do not hand the properties back andreceive formal acknowledgment of their return weshall la ourselves open to claims by th owners
whichit mui idbe difficult to dispute. The French
Government have left us in no doubt as to the
importance they attach to their schools in PalestiLe.

s8ioulu be grateful if, iL spite o.- the strain under
which the Administration are working, sou could
ensure that either they or tie Arrmy take the
necessary dsteprs for the formal return of these
properties as boon as they are vacated.

I am sei a copy of thi letter to
unLiarteris at the ar -ffice.
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The material provided by the Colonial Office on
E 777 and in this paper does not provide us with a very
helpful reply to the Apostolic Delegate: certainly
not helpful- enough to justify the very long time His
Grace has had to wait. In view of this long delay, and
of the new situation arising from our withdrawal, I
think it would be best not to revert to the matter with
the Apostolic Delegate. I understand from the Colonial
Office that the Government of Palestine are working
hard *b hand back all occupied properties in the proper
form (we may expect a reply to my letter on E 777 as
soon as a report is received from the Government of
Palestine), and no doubt the Apostolic Delegate has
heard from the Ecclesiastical authorities on the spot
of what is being done.(Action (Indes

completed.)
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Colonial Office,

The Church house,
Great Smith street,

LLO"D "'3 .. V . 1.

23 February,My Reference .

Your Reference ........................

1948.

Y A.,AL
Further to

January about requis
Palestine, I enclose
"o. 98.

my letter
itioned re

a copy of

1 t

25 FE. i)4
to Beeley oi the 15th

ligious property in
Falestine ; avi-Lran~

This Savinkgram has come it reply to the
second ap .roach we made to the High Corz.issioner,
which I mentioned in aragjraph 2 of .y letter under
reference. "oticin- that the building in r(uestion
was being used to house a Frotestant school, we asLsed
the ih Co:aissioner for s cc': .erts so t.nt v e
should b:. able to deal with tdis oi t, ii it were
raised by the Apostolic DeleLte. I now trans&it-
his re ly to you for yer info:=. iOn.
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7. Clear.
S ING.

Fro the High Commissioner for Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Date...10th.. ebruary 1948.

No......98..............Saving.

Properties.

Your telegram no.8566.

Requisitioning of Religious

If Apostolic Delegate ooiments on
the use of Tan tur Convent by a Protestant school, I aug-gest that it might be best to refer him to the Apostolie
Delegate's letter dated the 19th March 1943, addressed
to the District Cammissioner, Jerusalem, which reads as
follows :

I thank you for your letter 5/25/263
of the 15th March. As far as the property of Tantur
is concerned I realise from personal experience the
difficulties of transferring and placing oamunnities as
a result of war-time necessity. Iam therefore ready
to agree in the terms of His Grace Archbishop Testais
telegram quoted in your letter to the temporary letting
of Tantur school for the purpose mentioned in your
letter (Transfer of Tallha Kwi 8ehool) naturally with
the reservation mentioned by Archbishop Tests regarding
the Chapel."

2. For your information the reservationmentioned by Archbishop Testa in previous correspondence
was that the Chapel in the Convent should not be used forProtestant Services. It has not been so used.

GPP. 25631-10.000-22-8-46

W/14/45
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7639

Your Ref.

5/48 30

(E. 777/777/31)

E 0 395
MAR

al Of ice,.
Church House,
Great Smith Street,

S. w 1.

45 March,

Would you please refer to your letter
22nd January about requisitioned religious
in Palestine.

1948.

of the
property

You expressed concern f
properties, and asked what w
their transfer to their owne
of the Mandate from Palestin
a report of the situation, a
the High Commissioner, and I
Savingram No. 198, for your
enclose a list of the names
numbers he quotes.

or the future of these
as being done to assure
rs before the withdrawal
e. We have now received
s it is at present, from
enclose a copy of his
information. I also

of the hirings whose

You will see from this report that the authoritieshave this matter well in hand, and that they will doall in their power to settle claims in all areas beforethe Army is withdrawn from there. It looks, however,as if it may not be possible to deal with alloutstanding points while establishments are still inareas under British control, but much as we regret thiswe do'not see that we can urge the High Commissionerto further efforts.

Yours sincerely,

J.G.S. BEITH, ESQ.
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VING.
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w/lo/4

From the High Commissioner for Palestine.

To the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

9th Maeh 194x.
I ld. s'_-D ate...............................

19.
No.. .................... Saving.

-C

I I
.r

V^'

,. .\

Your' telegws .:nO44$.

oele.iastil and ai siti s of property belonging to Foreign

Al; i7 llimg a atleipate that almost allbile-.-,.sept in aifa and part et Galilee will have beert.rnd to their Ose: -*b a 15th and in --- t eses lla.idat ions will have been agroed. The f oilewln :; celeelastIoalhiring. have alr.a been re1esed Orelease has been authorised

imttafg - ring Uo.L/Ygs/1

B/es/s

/100-4
14/1466

Jerus.lm - iring no.641//S

216

904

* As regards position af ter May lfth in areasfrom which Arry has been withdraws it is satieipated that allbuildings will have been handed bak except for those in hait*enolave and son perhaps in Galilee.

3. Every effort will be made to settle allclaims for Dilapidations etc. but it should be realised thatGeneral Officer Caamanding will not be in a position te ereisephysteal control is areas tom which Armq has been withdrawn.In such oases any outstanding claims will p rsWasbly have to k,settled by sorsal *.D. Glaimas Commission procedure.
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Names of Hirings
Savingram

(4) Nazareth Casa-Nova

'i It

listed
198.

in Palestine

It

(International),

- laundry

Nazareth Terra Santa Monastery

Nazareth Salesian Monastery

(8) Ratisbone School

(International)

(French)

(French)

(9) Austrian Hospice

Ex Fast Hotel (Greek)

Zion Convent

Y.M.C.A.

Carmelite

(Greek)

Hostel,

Convent

Old City (Greek)

(International)
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No. E3958/777/ 3 1
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jor Leask,
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Claims De rtment
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OUT

FOREIGN OFFICE,

13 April,

/s K
S.w.

1948.

1.

have asked Higham to do the same with A
The question of the claims which may

be brought against us after our withdrawal

from Palestine in respect of this property
wijl probably to ur Claims .epartment.

Before taking over the subject, they have

asked us to confirm with the War Office that

the last two lines of para. (3) of Jerusalem

Saving telegram No. 198 of March 9th (which

formed the enclosure td Higham's letter of

March 25th to me) represent a correct state-

ment of the position.

Would you kindly confirm this with the

/competent
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My dear Leask,

Will you please refer to my letter

E777/777/31 of January 22nd to Higham of
the Colonial Office about the return of

property requisitioned in Palestine and to

Higham's reply No. 76395/48 of March 25th.

My letter was copied to Charteris and I

l
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competent Department of your

-et me know the result

possible.

office and

as soon as

~ A

J43
(Signed J. .G.S. Beith)
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(- 3958/777/31)

Restricted.

My dear Leask,

'ill you please refer
22nd January to Highm of
retur of property requisi
Higham's reply No.76395/L8
copied to Charteris and I 
same with 4is.

to my letter E 777/
the Colonial Office
tioned in Palestine
of 25th March. My

hiave asked -Higham to

777/31 of
'bout the
and to

letter was
do the

The question of the claims r which may be b, ought
against us ftcr our withdir-mal from Palestine in respect
of this property will probably fall f'or action to our
Claims Department. Before taking over the subject, they
have asked us to confirm with the War Office that the last
two lines of' paragraph (3) of Jerusalem Swving telegram
No.198 of 9th March ( which formed the enclosure to
Higham's letter of 2)th M'rch to me) represent a correct
statement of the position.

Would you kindly confix this with the competent
Department of your office and let me know the result
soon as possible.

as
0

0

m

0

0
2

(J.G. S.Beith)
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13th April, 1948.

fl'

L : jor H.L.E.C. Leask,
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IMajor H.L.E.C. Leask, DSO., LBE.

THE WAR OFFICE,

WHITEHALL, S.W.1.

BM/2232/M04(Encl
2)

RE.'-TRI CTED

J
I ~ ~ay,

MAY~IS4
1948. -

PlepsFe refer
13th April

to your letter E3905/E777/31
1948.

:e have approached
Directorate, rho
their staff from

confirm
PALESTlI' i

the .War Cffice
that after the tiithdraral

which they had been response
passed to the Director
I.:.E.L.F. f1or norr.<al ..D

6{4-

ary out;tariding matters for
ble in Palc:;tine, should be

of Hiris .nl
Cla ims Col.u is: ion proce dure 0

I
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J.G.S. Beit ,Esq.,
Foreign Office.
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